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Headline: Bountiful bogs & valuable resource

Bountiful bogs a valuable resource

sees new hope for
lreland’s bogland

Bonal Hickey

(IMGS and muno have

hren composed about the

berg atved now they are
inaking Filoee alsoae it People have
hq:]r_l_.' memoriet of sunny dan
labouring o the peatands o keep
the home frey bornamg, but it swar
bard work when -:.b:uﬂu teed in the
olid-tashaoned way

Tt harvesnmg was 2 dow,
Lack-Treaking I'T‘\.Fﬂf' and chie most
wemorable part was beinp involved
i meitheals groups of peighhours
thar came together w Jdo cenn
jobis in maral areas Ac least wath 2
Howen or s0 other people there
would be a certain amount of e
and conversilion an the turl hank

Few people now irek to the bog
for murf, Many of those visiting in
thie early 21et contury go 1o -::x_pr:r't-
ence wild and isolared places, for
fresh air and & sofl of scented
heather, They also go (o osee unnsual
anes, plus hares, curlewy or
irn sJarks.

Mot that long ago bogs were re-
parded ay wistelands uf‘ pouT {Arfn
ingvatue and fit only for aee-plant-
ing or, at haee, land reclamaron. At
wotst, they became illegal dumps.

Now, prople look on bogs as
valuable repusitories of rare plans
and wildlife, They dre seen as places
that ought to be conserved for na-
ture, something that 3 happening in
parmy ares of country with the -

wolvement of local commumnitics,

Bogs are very wet places, and
hietde weonder for they conmse of
O water wod 10% sold material
Pear is formed by layers of parizal-
Iy rotted plants which bave buile
up stowly over thousands of years,

Al 85% ol Irish hoglind has
been lost due o pral—cutting, af-
forestanon and Teclanation fos
agriculnire,

Many of the peatdands 1n Cork,
Kerry, Gabway, Warertord and
Wicklenw have been planted dur-
ing the past 30 to 40 years For
that reason a conservation inifda
tive by Caillee 15 to be welconied

Cnithe has ot Jaunched a
V12, Bringing 1'he Bogy Back
Tu LIFE, o promote it
EU-funded bog resornanon pro
yects acrons the couwr
- Accomding oo chict
David Guumng, 15% of 1ty cytate

Fwith nanire conscrva-
PLUNACY Management

obpectve. The main way Lo (-

oy damaged bog b to block
any drains on it wirface. This mis
3 the watertable and helps the
boy 1o start grov gain
i .
A blanket bog restorution pro

ject, which hae juse Gndshed, i
volved 20 ored 1n Dronegal, Shigo,

Mavo, Galway, (lare, Kerry and
Lande, A raed bog Tlfu_”."x{. whach
imvodves 14 siess, wall finash ar the
end of September and includes
Cavan, Galvway, Rioscomrmon,
Meath, Longfard, Wesencarh, and
Laois

Caoillye received funding to re-
store almost 600 Lectares of rajsed
bogr habitae. The peatlands of the
midlands sre amonge the mor im-
poTtant raised bog systems re-
maning in Europe, and it 1o &0-
marted [reland holds 30% of Eu-
rope’ tntact occanic raised bogs.

All 14 sitzs are candidase Spegial
Aregs of Consermabon [SACCE) an-
der the EU Habitats Thrective and
provide habitzr for & rAnge of pare
plant and animal spesies

Blanker hogs starting developing
in Irsfand aronnd 7,000 vears pgo.
However, it s thought they only
becams widespread aruund 4,000
years ago when the dimate be-
came much wemer and cool=r.

TJ'.-::-an':l peat has probably been
cur for fucl for thousands of vears,
it 15 anhe in the st cenmury that
vast areas have been lost. Teday
only 18% of the oziginal area of
blanket bog and 8% of the onm-
nal arez of raiscd bog remains of
conservaton Inrerest

Raised boge are found in lowe-
land areas, such as river valleys,
like- hasing and hetween drambins

The surface is 2 puxture of
pools, mied mony hummocks
and flatter lawns, and is colomscd
by plant and animals adapeed 1o
the gcidic conditians, Thers age

much deeper amounts of pear in
rused bopy, up to 12 metres,

Irish bogs are among the richest
m r'urnr-.‘ tor plant and animal
fife, with mnnerous species af
rrvoa, licluen, spider and sect, as
will us larger animal spocies
otter, red mrouse and merling
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Far these army
workers, turf
cutting was a slow,
back-breaking
chore in 1944,
Coillte has
launched a
consenation
programme o
highlight the
importance of
blanket bogs.






