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PEAT IN IRELAND

Conservation and Restoration
of Bogs in Ireland

The role of National Parks and Wildlife Service

BRallvgishieen Blunket Bog, Uo, Kerry

Drae 1 1bwr rare and threatened srans
Aetvis or pear-forming raised and
bianker bogs have been poodozed for
protection by the BEU Commiseing,
The MNatinnal Parleeand Wildiife
Service (MPWET of lht'.Dupﬁmn.:m

ol Envisdarment, Hedeape and Local
Government in Teelznd has SEATVITOIY
rEapnnathilite O falure Lonservunun

wchuling survey and desipnadon of

sitos ror the proréciton of Habitas
and species. Legal vrotecton hus

bcen achicved

I’ o it

Bullygisheen, Co. ey

Colowrfil clise-up of Seudew from Active Blanket Bog SAC,

bor & eoral of 251
sies ncludime (03
Manery JO00 g10es
HNG COMDOseSs 7

e 19S5 of
Ircland’s original
resouirce of ruided
by and blanker bop
respocuvely. | his
repriesents all of die
counirys khown
arca of Acnve
ratsed bog and die
mmoobe of the
O AFEA% ik

Text and photos: Cailbona Dougles

Aetive blanket bog, Lielad & reguired
Ly the BELT Compmission 10 maititain
the cxronn tanpe, fypical <pecies,

aned srrueniee ol hinclow, of bog
Lealsieat at, or testore It 1o, favourahle
conscreanon arans, e to ongeing
liee and damage to botl hubitas major
vesternbon work iy reguired m achisre
iy CNEWE 2007 @ and D075,

Raised Bog

Thare has heen a dramaric decline

ot over 35%% iu the sres of sctively
torrnings puat on raised hogs hetween
1995 and 2005 (Fernandez etal 20055,
Within the rotal avea of maised bog
destprated of 21,51%ha only 15345k
12 Acnwe while the balance consists

ot Degraded habitut (56l capable

of mamral repenerarion ro Aetve

b warhin 8 vedra) The ol arey
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Rabsed bag SAC ot Hedwood, Lo, Vipperary showing extenisive area Impacted by turf-cutling.

Pliesbir; Ferommda Fernander Valverde

Ruised Bog SAC st Barroughtern, Co. Galway showlng extensive srea impucted by turf-cutting,
Phrto: Fernando Fernander Yalverde

designaied inclades all knoan Acerive
or puar-forming raised bog habitar

i Ireland. Thespite dus, Irchand

clill lims the minst sxrenssre sres of
cotservlion worlly vaized bog sites
rematning in Western Europe. As

the counlimned area of Armmve and
Brepraded bog currently stunds w just
e 31 00K ha this i thic tarpor arca
of Avdve ralsed bog that Ireland muss
reatore, fe over 10 ey the cuzzent
Acrve atea.

MNTWS co-ordinated, and
pollabssated, 11 a decade ol
multidieeiplinaty reesareh an raeed
bips with the Staarsbosbcheer of
the Metherluds wid the Gealogical

Survey of Indand, Thes resenech
preaily incrzased the undersmanding of
raised bog een-hydrolopy; degradation
procceses, and, conservelion

it SEVETS IMpActs and foin drainsge
pear-curming and burning which

were fowd o sertously disrepr the
hydreiogy ot the bigh funcut bug,
|paddiing 1o desiccativr, bog subsidence,
increase in surfece run off and Ines
of dmsctenste micro-topographical

tearures and evenoually of flor ad

supporl (Rywa and Seeetherls T4,
The mm wers o vesrare o hvdeology
ard requized che raising of water

leweds i the culasdys; the blncking

ol diwings an the nneot ar kigh hap;
anel, where it was appropriale ad
feasible, the congstracuon ol facebank
dames, This necessitased acoquisinnn

af razed heag landsusver af Tagh Log
anel l'-'-.i:’.t'. wsteres o, esinbilishmen
AL DAL LR | |_~_'_"I AT, ".Iﬁ"‘l':-l'l':ﬁ

were carricd cnse o HE sites, iy
o blockiogs vo the ol Lo, el
thie constructon af dams Blacking

ot dvarns s carmed ous o o
addicioeil sices jo 2008 sl oe

it :{l_H_llR_l Tis l|||l.|i.' e TR R TRl Ii

s been carmed cogt om 177 Ta IS ':,J-
Rovary, poes cotn ) The resulli aie
costisrchered [ATH R L RS l'-:-::l':-|||. ws there

Is 2rame t'\.'l'l.l s :I:'llfl [§ Eaated .'J';rllﬂ'
riaeed b habsitar forruion ocgureing
dPermtnde el al, 2005 A pre eguisite
ol wedertaling tesroranan e
arepasinen of mascd Bops or suceesslul
catablisheoent of romsmsaent
agretinents o allow implenientanon
b rr;||.'|r|:'.L| pestoration measures, Sucl
aprecrmenes would bave w eenin wilh
the bl cn cluenige of gwnership, As
there are constdered o be i excess of
SO0 raebary vighes holders, careeny
[ A ] i)l.- ‘i]l'(]if!ﬂ‘.i'.i will :Eﬂ‘_‘ll”!‘lg rI'I"”.:r'
eqzental pre-requisices, are 4 tajor
cansteaint an riised bog restorylion,

Plesst b ious cotmmercial nopl
culling opemtant have heen (ihased
e o designared sy however
crrensive domesie catdng has been
peroiiied] to contne i AR I wear
derogarion aftes BAD desipradon), OF
rhc 20000 or enere tarf-cucdng sgbus
nrdesigaared areas move than 2,500
e erercised in ANE Ferrandez
et al, 20065, The Insh Government
i cirtenlly considering opions
relerion to the ragsaton of carming, on
desipnated hogs,

SNPWES wre Dacsing with the Caillre
torestry company in therrundertaking
of restorative worlk oo afforested
sections of raised bog, lolalling
57 1k, do thele ownership fwar,
ratsedbogrestaranon.ia), This s
sopported by BU LIFE Gunding,:

fauna Schouwwen 2007
Between 199 and P99 NPOWS
retabliched 3 Raiscd Bop Restogition

Menjecr with EU Cohesion fuuling
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Blanket Bog

Frit hlanlier Liops the miost prevaitge

I s e ealensive allotestetinm

.'.'i{]:'.~[~"c-.ad SLVLTLE G

progion, peat-cotmng and Farmineg, wad

infrassractaral developmene hched:

wanclme ool TOOEY

Wanilations civer 23

TLSIAITCT 43

1 Jev ol st 1nit
and arive erosaon alTecled wny o TUEOUTCOL 1 & 1% vl
tusand of hecoires of Blankes N G of oonvmbnases aned
Aoamor amnanve 16 arres dewrudation prvately owned SAGs. with fnancal
and restore vegomion on wistorn N Sy it G
anel uplan sreay mcludmg Blanle . i

WEFFTETIEL¥ nd | 1 s
[sisira brabsitars s pranndy devised

i [abn FNT ) iy i L !"_E\:'-u I NeE i e

by SIS ard dl5e 1 frariaont of
" ATC3S A e K Uiy LEELEL LN
Apricubtore grd Ford T nea, 1008 |
This crcaled an exremiive Uryey sl Lhers. v prend ? el gehitat Small Pl alimns Dlvcking dealnape clnnel

4 ITAPIOVCIET Dy GO MEELEY T O R ES i Mountaln Dlanker Bog, Wiclilow Mountaln
all conmmonapes (chuged Ly and

| Ligacl e nnt e urted severe dirmase Matiooul Park and SAC
dlesigaaied Tindds iy agzessed Beatlier TR R
oo i satial
conditoe, vepetren covesr mad i : ;
cetent ol frotlen ol "I“I”.':" M1 B U RFES VRN g PRSI TATE IO ¥ 1% F

Bl ol swhivh e 250000 ha 15 pepoged L R R R FEIR T AT LTS s T Fell ez wockbog as per che relevan
o nclode Ilaneer bog (thowaed noe was o fesied over the winter wl cornmanige plans, ll p Hedprrn

PG /06 i part eof the Cwendurt e BELDS e ehie SIS Do Pla in

cxelnsmely an ool ien gy
: i ; ;

i wambm %A i eV Wl ekl fEue b, b b e £y 4 KL T )

wirh e b b, Gardelines oo socl, S L bl arnd rosul dlew, W Canes o planners as 1o

oeatsarerment mclading desooclinge are MEEELLLG LR APprapiate Callyviee chpneeines an rhe

hased vncthe tesults and pulilished in cotnmonages and, most shad fiean

Commonige Framework Mane Saoww

a cloged perned tor allsrock onothe

;Ipl:i_.J;I.:_l:l'i.'_irn.-'-.'.lr": Irnipletaien g duieg CONSCOuUentiy Turtier resipiction COMMITNaRE [0 3 rnorethiy ot I|:|:'_',":‘.'||
oof el FIJIJ: e ]l-'l-Iller}' thi g I werns inchigde (Bleasdale. pere v HILLTL |

severely depraded bhimn kot b, Co, Mayn. Micrn lopography apparent howesar entice aren wiy wirtwally deveoid aof vegotntion due tn

overgrieing and actively evoding nod g source of; peat silt pollution ol wsterconrses, and of mreeniinuse gases. Group of poaple sre closier
arounsl o singhe remudning vepetated hunveeck. This photo wis taken a decnde ngo and destocking of sheep hus sioee veeurred, Recovery is
eurly stapes and recenl momitoring dats indicnies miaed rosponses With active erosio o unlinuiog In the severely impacted areay such as this,
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Remaemat] of troos, fellimg o wasye

drimn bloeking cr ol cesromn

measures lve Leen complered by

|.“_-:Iill:|l.: i1l ..'-_l I b --|. I: '].1.1::1.-','I SLAG _'- i _\\._ el Paris
within and adjacenr Lo SACs faman {SAL e cnn be obtotied [rom e

ek liorsres o mon ey, Mmool
=l o £

pecivers 16 crmealand inoview o1 the

extent f afforestation [THEIRND ha

rin Blanket |u-_g L s considered

nat

thire fs moch erape for furter sk

e thus kg 1f based on lreatment

arel sie pes aclueving best FoCHveT

of hvdrolapy ame of hlanker b

wEELatIen while not compronusng
catchment wuter guabily
Small scale domesns cumnog

on drier marpinal arcas o1 5

o
Lilanket bog in designated sites @& a0t
considered to be of sérinus concem

i . R
nowevET | SUITLY IE Teduured T

identify arcas simificealy iop
and requiriug the cestanion of this

setiviey and aso o denofy restorat

mrigasnres, that ooy e, zeouired
|ocal ingtalves in restoranon

have been talen 1 Madonal Pacle

Blocking =uch #y blogking ol drainsin

certnns of blankel bog eg

mountein Manoaasl Parks 3AC wheze .

o T T Figel

further werk 1 planned for a steeply s W Crval ¥, Fasinirgy, Moy biekor

eleping curover wliere remniming peat 2 if Tu

is actively exoding. An hydrolugical CLTHIE P36 Thument
ST e Wikl
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tlarinal s SWaOlidble Bervice, LYGpastaiiem

ot the Ermtranmmest, Fletinge & Lacul

STy, Aciive Rased Bog Elaben

[Pk S WL Ee Bervicon,

o Tviroerment, Hentugs Tl
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Ao, Lhahin, wear
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[ Separizuent of Favlegnment, Heritige Local

Criw erens, Deblin sanespeaesie

e mercatioork | 1998, Ralzed DBogs

wsarvadon Prosl: t
= 00 and oemlbee

Coservaten Seatagy for e Gops of [reland,

il Boutons, I

-Jz) Toraraeas &

pro 127136, Lasn Pearhom {mnservation
Coursd, Diablin

Sehouten, BAT 0, (al), 2003 Consorveriom

s Ressozaban of R
Il

o Bops, Ceologesl,

eogaeal winl Fealngloal Snadies Liuetas
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Aroomernt ! Leesl Govesrnment, Trefand
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mational Parks & Wildlife Service
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