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Headllne: Bog Walk et Killycenny Bog

Bog Walk at Killyconny Bog

THE peatlands of the Irish
Midlands are among the most
important raised bog sysiems
remaining in Europe, It 15 exti.
mated that the Republic of
Ireland contuins 50% of the
intact fvirgin hog), aceanic
raised bog systeins remaining
by Europe. As part of
European MHeritage Week, 2
hog walk will be held at
Killyeonny Bog on lst
September bs part of Herilage
Weal, It will be puided by
Angela Wallace, Coillte (The
Forestry Company), and Lee
Melaid, NPWS (The Nalional
Parks & Wildlife Service), All
are wilcome for the walk
which starts at 2pm meeting al
Whitegate Crossroads,

Ms. Wallace is werking with
Colllte on an B funded Rassed
Bog Resloration Project and
one of the 14 sites In this praj-
ect @5 Killyconny Bog.
Killvconny Bog is 2 National
Herifage Arvea, designated here
in Treland, and is o Special Arez
of Conservalion, designeted by
the EL} it contalnt rare hahitat
i, Rafsed Bog. NPWS also
have plans lo do restaration
werrks on this hog,

Raised bog

Raised bog habitat — wlhicl is
forined i former lake basing =
was once extensive over the
Midlands and mid-wes! of
Ireland covering an estimated
310,000 ha of our country,
hitvwever today it is estimated
that & mere 18,000 ha of raized
bog habitat of conservation
value remain. Most of the loss
ol raised bog hzbitat is & result
of harvesting of peat for elec-
tricily production, for house
fuel (turfy, and the manulac-
here of hortieultural products,

Afforestation of ralsed bope has
also resulted in habitat loss,
but on a much smaller scale -
it iz estimated that about 2% of
the original totaf ares of Irish
raised bogs hae been afforested,

Killvconny Bog is situated
approximately  hall  way
bebween Virginis and Kells on
the Cavan/Seath bovder. Az s
result of the huge loss of raised
bog habitat in lreland the site
is designated as 3 Special Area
of Conservalion [SAC), and
forms part of the European
NATURA 2000 network. The
NATURA 2000 sites have been
selected 1o protect habiiats for
flara and fauna that are of
European importance.

Killyconny Bog remains ane
of the largest areas of ralatively
intact raised bogs in the north
easl of the country. Many of
the plants which grosw here are
b b found nowlere else in the
surrounding region. This
includes a whole sward of
heathers, and grusses thal dis-
piay their colour on the bog
during the summer months
These plants support a rich and
varied wildlife from dragonflics
huniing inszels ebove the bog
pools to hares grazing on the
vegdetation, Birds to be fuund
on the bog include meedow
pipit, curlew and tarmetimes to
he seen kestrel 2nd long eared
owls, which hunt over it for
heetles, pygmy-shrews and
frogs,

NPWS and Killycenny Bop
Due lo 1l pmporlance to
wildlife The Mationa! Parke and
Wildlife Service of the Dept. of
Environment, Heritage and
Lecal Government hops te
carey out bog restoration work
on Killveonny over the coming

manths. This will include drain
hincking to keap water the bog,
grading of the face bank o pre-
vent erasion and the insertion
of a plastic ‘blanket’ around the
bog to prevent water from lzak-
ing out. These warks will help
te preserve Lthe hag and ik
wildlife for now and furure
fenerations.

Coifite, Klllyconny Bog and
LIFE

Coillte planted peatinnd areay
like Killyeonny Bog during the,
Bli'e —when It was [n fact gov
ernment policy Lo planl these
arcas, bs it created employ-
ment in rural areas,

Thie Coillte vwned section of
Riliveonny Bog iz 11.6 ha in
slze, the forestry company are
fortunate to be In the position
where 1t 1z was possible to
restore sections of  Fillyeonny
bog and 13 other bogs spread
throughout the Midlands. In
2004 Calllte applied to the EU
for LIFE funding - this funding
i5 given by the EU for habitat
restoration. T8% of the
2 5000,000 funding required
for this raised bog restoration
project has been secured from
the EL, and 25% i1 Being con-
tributed by Coillie, The project
runs from Ock 2004 to Sept
2B08. There are 14 sites in the
project, a total area of 5712
heclares of raised hog will be
reztored.

LIFE Project Actions

Various operations will be car-
ried out on the project sifes
durning this 4 year period, they
frelude — feiling of all non-
native trees - such as the
Ladgepale Pine which was
planted at Killyeonny. After
the zreas were felled and

cleared, drains were blocked
uzing peal damas, in orderto
elevate the waters favels an the
siles. Fire lines have been ‘ot
to provide perimeter profec-
tian of vulperahle raised bog
sites from fires. Fences have
been arected o mark bound-
aries, and provent Lrespassing
|ivestock, and dumping which
has taken place on the stte In
tthe past.

The project ecolagizt will
ensure that the monitoring of
vegetation and waler levels
which commenced before
aperations slarled on these
hags is ongoing throughout
the 4 vear period of the praject,
The water monitoring which
commenced helore the tress
were falled Is showing pasitive
results, with a rise in the water
levels after tree felling and a
furthey increase since the peal
dams Lave been put in on this
aite,

Growing the Bog

Bogs grow very slowly indeed -
in ideal conditions — that is I
the water levels arc within 10
em af the svrface all year
round — the sphagnum mosses
or peit forming mosses will
grow at a rate of Tmm per year!
ILowould take 1,000 vears to
growe 1 metre of bog....... 3o
hag restoration iz a slow
process, but positive results are
to be zeen alreedy] [n some of
the areas where trees have
been cleared and drains have
heen hlacked, mosses are
beginning to grow again in the
drains. ‘The guides [or the bug
walk [ook forward to taking
vou to Killyconny Bog on
Friday September, lst - meet-
ing at Whitegate Crossroads at
2 pan,
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Sphagnum - g the peat forming moss. They are trylng 1o rals water
levels sufficently at Killyconny to enable them to grow again, There
nre 8 number of varleties of this moss.

Sundew - s one of the carnlverous plants which grows on the bog. It
traps nsects and eventuaily "digasts’ theaml





