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Information meeting

on restoration o

Cloonshanville Bog

FIKLD day  and
Information scssion
on the restoratipn of

Cloonshanville Box, Fren-
chpark will take place this
Saturday, September 10th
as part of the celebrations
for Waler Heritage Day in
ussociation with Hnritar.:e
Waalk,

Cofllte hos invited mem-
bers of the public to part-
icipate in a short bog walk,
dnd information meeting
on the restoration of Cloo-
nshanville Bog which is
the ten
most ecolopleally diverse

this Saturday with a mest-

| ing point at the juncton of
the N5 and B361.
Cloonshanville - Oog,

Lough Hee Bog and Drum-
alongh Bog In Morth Ros-
common are three areas of
bog under restoration in
the county as part of the
EU LIFE / Coillte eo-fun-
ded project,

During the 105('=1997s
the Irigh State undertook 2
major national progra-
mme of afforestation, with

‘the mim of reducing Irish

relianee on timber imp-
arts. The palicy at the time

i wag to establish plaitation
| forests on areas that wers

uns=uitable or marginal for
agricultural producton.
This Included large tracls
of peatlamds, Today, Caoil-

Lesiry

The field -

Ite Tcnrmun. The T_ri_thur
Board, Is resval-
uating spme of these affor
ested peatlands, and their
slgnificance for nature
conservalion is eoming
more tn the fore. In the
content of heavy losses of
blodiversity across Europe
during the past few deca-
des, the EL is supportive of

. eftorfs to redress habitat

losses that ecourred in the
past, where possihle. The
LiFt-Mature fund is direc
ted at sites that are desig
nated s Natura 2000 sites,
1.e. they have bean ident-
ified by our own National
Parke and Wildlife Service
as having special nalure
conservation valua

Matura 2000 safepuards
the most important rare
habitats and species in
Europe:

Cloonshanville Bog,
close’ 1o Franchpark will-
age 1s ranked as oneof the
ten most ecologically div-
er=e in the country It cont-
aine raiead bog, bog wood:
land, ‘and calcarecus fen
Tmblf_.&ts in tdose proximity
te each other which is a
very interssting hydro
lngleal situdtion which
requires further survey
Watsr monitoring has alre:
ady commenecad on the
site. The Coillte owned;
bog restoration project site
meusures 3.2  hectares.
Indeed ome of the mors

Intlél‘eu Ling facts about

Clonnshanville, Bog- is the
fact that it contains o large
population of a sphsgnum
moss racely found in! e
land and the ‘presence aof
this moss dlso adds to' the
conservation value of this
site,

It s planned that Cloon-
shanville Bog will become
one ef the two demon-
stration aress  for the
raised hog restoration pro-
ject. A carBark and boar-
dwalk will be pul in place
which will allow visitors to
the hog to ohserve closely,
but safely Interpretative
displays will alsa be put in
place. The purposa of the
demonstration site is to
factlitate public awareness
of the bog restoration pro=
Jeet, so that visitors to the
site will learn ahout the
objectives, a¢tlons and
expected results of the
project,

The Lough Rea bog rest-
aration project site 1s 49
hectares, Under the raised
Dgg restoration project an
area of coniferous forestry
- 281 hectarss will be
clearfelled, this will help to
raise (he water lsvelz on
the bog. This bog iz a good
exampis of a small raised
bog, which supporis
significant aress of active
reised bog which means
that snme areas of the bog
are still growing. In favo-

-and

urable contitions Le whcn
it is wet enougl, peal
prows al a rale of Tmm per
year or 1 metdr per thiooas-
wrs ! Some areas of
the bog hove birch wood-
land develuping this too is
valuable habyital — weat /

o woodland,

Drumalough Bog in
North Roescommaon has a
surface area pf 260 hect-
ares and is a medium slzed
raised bog. Two sections of
this bog are in Colllte own-
ership 41.2 hectares and
form part of the resto-
ration project for the next
cougle of years, This bog
is one of a small number of
relatively Intact bogs In
the area and thus the site
has considerahle regional
impartance, A large prop-
artion of the raised bog
tfesource in north Rosco-
mimon, consists of cutover
peat now utilizsed a8 grags-
land or forestry

Ralsed bog habitats are
now very rare in Europe
and it has recently been
estimated that the Ireland
cotitains 50% of the relat-
fvely intact oceanic raised
bog systems in Kurops. So
if youtancy ledrning maore
ghout about Cloonshan.
vilie Bog and its vich and
varied eco-svstem then
why naot take part in the
fleld day this Saturdaw
September 10th at 2.30
L.






